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If you would like more information or help,
please: 

• phone 08459 500 505 (we may  
record or monitor calls for training 
purposes);

• minicom 08459 222 250;

• fax 01633 813600;

• e-mail enquiries@patent.gov.uk; or

• visit our website at www.patent.gov.uk 

Or you can write to us at: 

The Patent Office
Trade Marks Registry
Cardiff Road
Newport
South Wales 
NP10 8QQ.

Professional help
A trade mark attorney is legally and
professionally qualified in trade mark
matters. You do not have to use one to act
for you when you are making your
application, but you may find it helpful -
especially if we raise objections to your
trade mark. You can get the names of trade
mark attorneys from: 

• The Institute of Trade Mark Attorneys
Canterbury House
2-6 Sydenham Road
Croydon
Surrey 
CR0 9XE
Phone: 020 8686 2052
Fax: 020 8680 5723

• The Chartered Institute of Patent Agents
95 Chancery Lane
London 
WC2A 1DT
Phone: 020 7405 9450
Fax: 020 7430 0471

Introduction
This booklet will help you apply to register a trade mark in
the UK. It also includes information about applying to
register a trade mark outside the UK. We have done our
best to make sure that the information in it is correct.
However, the booklet does not set out to cover every part of
trade mark law.

Applying to register 
a trade mark
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This booklet has
three separate
sections

Section 1 provides essential information
to help you prepare your application to
register a trade mark in the UK.

Section 2 includes:
• guidance notes on how to fill in your 

application form;
• an example of a filled-in form; and
• your application form.

Section 3 gives more information about
trade marks, including how to apply to
register a trade mark outside the UK.
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Application fee
It costs:
• £200 to apply to register a trade mark 

in one category (class) of goods or 
services; and

• £50 for each extra class. 

This fee covers the cost of us examining
your application and our other
administrative costs. It does not guarantee
that we will accept your application.
Please make cheques payable to 
‘The Patent Office’.

Our Search and Advisory Service
We offer a service which can tell you if
your trade mark would be acceptable
before you commit time and money to
making a formal application. 

For details and costs of this service,
please read our leaflet ‘Trade marks
Search and Advisory Service’ before you
send us your application form.

Our Central Enquiry Unit
Or you can phone our Central Enquiry Unit
on 08459 500 505 before making your
application. Our staff in this unit are not in
a position to say whether your mark will be
accepted, but they will be pleased to
answer any general questions you may
have. 

Important
• you cannot alter your trade mark or

add goods or services after you have
sent us your application form; and

• we cannot refund your application fee
for any reason.

So please read this booklet carefully
before you make your application.
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What is a trade mark?
A trade mark is a sign which can
distinguish your goods and services from
those of other traders. A sign includes, for
example, words, logos, pictures or a
combination of these.

You can use your trade mark as a
marketing tool so that customers can
recognise your products or services.

What you need to consider before
making your application
Once we receive your application and fee,
an examiner will check it and decide if we
need to object to it. The examiner will then
send you a report which sets out the
results of the examination.

Name and address
Your application details, including your
name and address, will appear on our
records.  We also include them in the
Trade Marks Journal if we accept your
application.  Both are open to the public
on our website, which can be permanently
searched using most standard search
engines.

The following are the main points you
need to think about carefully before
sending us your application.

• Is your trade mark a distinctive 
word, logo, picture or other sign that 
will clearly identify your goods or 
services from those of other traders?

If we don’t think it is, we will object to your
mark. 

• Has someone else already registered
or applied to register a trade mark
which:

- looks the same as or similar to yours
for the same or similar goods or
services; or

- sounds the same as or similar to
yours for the same or similar goods or
services?

If they have, we will object to your mark.

The information in the next few pages
covers these and other points you need to
consider.

Section 1
Essential information for preparing your 
UK trade mark application



Your trade mark
We will object to words, logos, pictures or
other signs which are unlikely to be seen
as a trade mark by the public. 

For example, marks which:

• describe your goods or services or any
characteristics of them (for example,
marks which show the quality, quantity,
purpose, value or geographical origin of
your goods or services);

• have become customary in your line 
of trade;

• are not distinctive; or
• are any combination of the above.

As you can see from the above, we are
likely to consider invented words (or even
dictionary words which are not in any way
associated with your goods or services) as
highly distinctive.

Examples
The following are examples of the sorts of
signs that we would object to, because
they would not be seen as trade marks.

Reasons for our 
objection

These days many traders
advertise that their goods or
services are provided seven
days a week.

If you are trading in food,
these two words simply
describe a quality of your
goods. Joining the two
words together would not
make this mark acceptable.

‘Direct’ describes goods or
services sold directly to the
public and is widely used by
traders. The fact that, for
example, the kind of goods
being sold is included in the
mark does not help.

Slogans such as this are
often used in trade and are
not distinctive.

TASTYFOOD
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How can you avoid your mark
falling into these categories?
Make sure your trade mark is a distinctive
word, logo, picture or other sign that will
clearly identify your goods or services from
those of other traders.

Made-up words, logos or pictures are
normally distinctive unless they have
become customary in your line of trade.
Even normal dictionary words may be
acceptable as long as they do not fall foul of
these guidelines. Our Search and Advisory
Service can give you a definite opinion as to
whether your trade mark is distinctive.
(Please read our leaflet ‘Trade marks
Search and Advisory Service’).

Examples
The following are examples of distinctive
trade marks. The first three are, or include,
prominent, invented words. Although the
fourth mark is made up of two dictionary
words, it would be seen as a trade mark
since ‘Herringbone’ is distinctive for
financial services. (Note that this word
would not be distinctive for goods such as
textiles). 

Useful tips
If you think we are unlikely to agree that
your trade mark is distinctive, you may
want to consider including a prominent
invented word, logo or picture in your
mark. (Don’t forget that you cannot alter
your trade mark once you have sent us
your application form, so we can only
consider the mark you put on the form).

If what you include stands out enough and
is distinctive in relation to your goods or
services, it may avoid the type of objection
explained in this section. For example, we
would not consider the mark COFFEE
SHOP to be distinctive for cafes. The mark
ZATKOR COFFEE SHOP, on the other
hand, would be distinctive as the public
would see ZATKOR as being a trade mark.

In the same way, we would not consider
QUALITY HANDBAGS to be distinctive for
handbags. However, we would consider
the mark FRISHCOSS QUALITY
HANDBAGS to be distinctive as
FRISHCOSS would be seen as a trade
mark.

The information above is only guidance.
We cannot guarantee that it will avoid any
objections.  We consider each case on its 
own merits.
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Common misconceptions
We may not accept words, logos, pictures
or other signs which are unlikely to be
seen as a trade mark by the public just
because they are:

• in an unusual typeface;
• in colour;
• joined together; 
• misspelt (for example, ‘xtra’, ‘fone’

and so on);
• presented as an Internet domain name

or with the words ‘.com’, ‘co.uk’ and so
on; or 

• which combine any of the above. 

Please also remember that registering a
company name at Companies House
(www.companieshouse.gov.uk) or an
Internet domain name with a registrar,
such as Nominet UK
(www.nominet.org.uk), does not mean we
will automatically accept that name as a
trade mark.

We will also not accept marks which are:
• three-dimensional shapes, if the shape

shows your goods, has a function or
adds great value to the goods; 

• specially-protected emblems;
• offensive; 
• against the law (for example, promoting

illegal drugs); or
• deceptive. (There should be nothing in

the mark which would lead the public to
think that your goods or services have
a quality which they do not).
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Has someone else 
got there first?
We will also object to your trade mark if
someone else has already registered or
applied to register a mark which is:
• the same or similar to yours in the way 

it looks or sounds; and
• for the same or similar goods or 

services.
To find out if they have, we search the
Trade Marks Register which contains UK
marks, international marks relating to the
UK and European Community marks.

Our Search and Advisory Service
This service is available before you apply
to register your trade mark. It can tell you
if there are any similar marks on the Trade
Marks Register which would prevent us
from accepting your mark.
This service also tells you if:
• your mark is not distinctive enough; or 
• we might raise any other types of 

objections. 

This is the only service which can offer a
definitive opinion on whether your mark is
acceptable before you apply to register it.
For details and costs of this service,
please read our leaflet ‘Trade marks
Search and Advisory Service’.

Carrying out your own search
If you prefer, you can search the Trade
Marks Register yourself before making
your application. The register is held on
our computer databases and is available
at our offices in Newport and London. 

To carry out a search in Newport, please
ring us on 08459 500 505 to make an
appointment. We do not operate an
appointment system in London. Both 

offices are open from Monday to Friday
between 9am and 5pm (except bank
holidays).

If you use these facilities, it is your
responsibility to carry out a proper search
and to interpret the results of it. You will be
asked to sign a form to show that you
understand this. 

Our search facilities are at:
• The Patent Office

Concept House
Cardiff Road 
Newport
South Wales
NP10 8QQ; and

• The Patent Office
Harmsworth House 
13-15 Bouverie Street 
London
EC4Y 8DP.

We also have a text search facility on our
website (www.patent.gov.uk). However, the
searches that you can carry out using this
facility are limited to finding identical marks
or marks starting with the letters you type
in. It is not a full trade mark search facility,
so you cannot use it to see definitely if an
earlier mark already exists which would be
confused with yours.

Even if no one else has already applied for
an identical or similar trade mark to yours
for identical or similar goods or services, we
may still object to your mark as explained
earlier in this booklet. Our enquiry staff
cannot give advice about how likely we are
to object or about earlier marks found in
your search.



9

Examining 
your application
If you decide to apply to register a trade
mark, an examiner will check your
application. They will then send you an
examination report (normally within two
months of us receiving your application).
This report will tell you if your mark is
acceptable. 

What happens if the examiner
objects to my mark?
If the examiner objects to your mark, you
will have up to six months to:
• try to persuade us that the objections 

are not justified; or
• overcome them in some other way.

If you want to put forward reasons why we
should accept your mark, you can phone
or write to the examiner. 

If there are relatively straightforward ways
of overcoming our objections, the
examiner will tell you about these in the
examination report.

You can also apply to have a formal
meeting (a hearing) with a Hearing Officer
who is a senior official in the Trade Marks
Registry. At the hearing you will have the
opportunity to put forward your case which
will allow the Hearing Officer to make a
decision on the future of your application.

What if I cannot overcome the
objections?
You can either withdraw your application
or we will write to you telling you that it
has been refused. We will also refuse your
application if you do not reply to the
examination report.

What happens if the examiner
does not object to my mark or I
overcome the objections?
Your mark will be advertised in the Trade
Marks Journal which is published every
Friday. Following this there is a  period of
three months which allows anyone else to
oppose the registration of your mark.
They may do this even though we may
have said that your mark is acceptable.

What if someone opposes 
my application?
We will write and tell you if this happens.
You will then need to decide whether you
want to challenge the opposition or
withdraw your application. If you decide to
challenge, we will let you know the
procedures involved at that time. If you
withdraw your application or lose your
challenge to the opposition, you may have
to pay towards the other person’s costs.
We set the amount and list it on our
website at www.patent.gov.uk

How long does the process take?
If we do not object to or question your
mark and it is not opposed, it will normally
take around six months to become
registered.

If you are able to overcome our objections
or overcome an opposition, it will obviously
take longer. If the examiner has to raise
any questions with you, this will also make
the process longer.
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What happens when you apply for a 
trade mark 

We receive your 
trade mark application.

If no one opposes your
application or you overcome
their challenges, we register
your trade mark and send

you a registration certificate.

There is a period of three
months for anyone else

to oppose the registration
of your mark.

If the examiner does not
raise objections or you can
overcome any objections
raised, we advertise your
application in the Trade

Marks Journal.

If you cannot overcome the
objections in the report, you
withdraw your application or

we refuse it.

We send you a receipt.

An examiner checks 
your application and sends

you a report.
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Our Search and Advisory Service
We offer a service which can tell you if
your trade mark would be acceptable
before you commit time and money to
making a formal application.
For details and costs of this service,
please read our leaflet ‘Trade marks
Search and Advisory Service’ before you
send us your application form.

Our Central Enquiry Unit
Or you can phone our Central Enquiry Unit
on 08459 500 505 before making your
application. Our staff in this unit are not in
a position to say whether your mark will be
accepted, but they will be pleased to
answer any general questions you may
have.

Section 2
How to fill in your UK
trade mark
application form

Please remember that:

• you cannot alter your trade mark or
add goods or services after you have
sent us your application form; and

• we cannot refund your application fee
for any reason.

So please read this booklet carefully
before you make your application.
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Filling in the application form
If there is not enough space for any of
your answers on the form (especially
section 8), please use separate sheets.
Number each one and write in the box at
the bottom of the last page of the form
how many extra sheets you have used.

You will find an example of a filled-in
application form later in this section. If you
need any help, please contact our Central
Enquiry Unit on 08459 500 505.

What to put in each section of the form

Section 1 Your reference. You don’t have to provide one, but if you do we will use it
whenever we contact you.

Section 2 Provide a representation of your trade mark, which may be, for example, a
word, logo, picture or combination of these, inside the box. Please
remember that you cannot alter your trade mark after you have sent us
your application form. 
A trade mark can be something other than a word, logo or picture, but it
must be capable of being represented graphically. We will record the mark
exactly as you show it in the box, so do not underline it, or put it in quotes,
for example, unless you actually use the mark in that style. If your mark is
larger than the box, you can send it to us on a separate sheet no larger
than A4 size. However, if you want to make an international application at a
later date, the mark must not be larger than the 8cm by 8cm box on the
form. Please do not staple the representation of your mark to the form.

Section 3 This section only applies if your mark consists only of words. If you write
‘Yes’, we will consider the words to be in plain type.You may find it helpful
to write ‘Yes’, for example, if you fill the form in by hand but plan to use the
mark in a printed form. If you leave this section blank, we will assume that
the style in which the words are shown is a feature of the mark.

Section 4 If your mark is not a word, logo or picture, please tell us exactly what it is.
For example, it could be a three-dimensional shape.

Section 5 A series of marks is a group of marks which only have very small
differences which do not affect the marks (for example, marks printed in
upper and lower case).

Section 6 If you are claiming priority from an earlier application made in a foreign
country which has signed the Paris Convention for any of the goods or
services in your application, please provide details in this section. You must
make your priority claim within six months of your earlier application.

Section 7 You only need to fill in this section if you are transforming a UK designation
under an international registration into a UK application.
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Section 8 List all the goods or services you trade in or plan to trade in using your
mark. If your application covers goods or services in more than one class,
please list them in their classes. There is guidance about this on pages 14
to 22. Please remember that you cannot add goods or services after you
have sent us your application form.

Section 9 Write the type of mark you are applying for. (This will normally be a trade
mark).  If you are applying for a certification or collective mark (see page
25), write this here. Remember that you must send us the regulations for
certification and collective marks within nine months of making your
application.

Section 10 If you want to claim that any colour in your mark is a feature of the mark,
give details here. 

Section 11 If you want to waive the right to the exclusive use of any part of your mark
or limit your use of the mark, give details here.

Section 12 Please provide as much detail as possible and consider whether you want the
application to be in your name or your company’s name. If your address is
outside the UK, you must also provide an address in the UK in section 13.  We
will send all our letters to this UK address. You will only have an ADP number if
you have already applied to register a trade mark. You will find it on your
application receipt.

Section 13 If you appoint someone such as a trade mark attorney to deal with your
application for you, give details here. You do not have to appoint an agent
but you can still provide a UK address here which is different to the one in
section 12. We will send all our letters to this contact address. 
If you leave this section blank, we will write to you at the address given in 
section 12 as long as it is in the UK. You can change or appoint an agent 
or contact address at any time after making your application by sending us 
form TM33. This form is available from us.

Declaration You must sign and date the form. It will also help us to sort out any
enquiries if you can provide the name and daytime phone number of
someone we can contact.

Application fee
It costs £200 to apply to register a trade
mark in one class of goods or services,
and £50 for each extra class. Please
remember that we cannot refund this fee
for any reason - it covers the cost of us
examining your application and our other
administrative costs. Please make
cheques payable to ‘The Patent Office’.

Returning the form to us
When you have filled in the form, please
return it with your fee to: 
The Patent Office 
Trade Marks Registry 
Cardiff Road 
Newport 
South Wales
NP10 8QQ. 
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The following pages give general
information about the types of goods 
and services which belong to each class.
The list is not complete. It is there to guide
you to the classes that you need. Goods
are in classes 1 to 34. Services are in
classes 35 to 45.

Once you have identified the classes that
apply to you, please list the class numbers
on your application form together with all
the goods and services that you are
actually trading in or planning to trade
in. You should not list the full class
descriptions provided on the following
pages unless you actually trade in or plan
to trade in all the goods or services that
are listed.

Please remember that not all parts of an
item may belong to the same class as the
item itself. Some items may fall into more
than one class depending on things such
as the material they are made from, what
they are used for or where they are used. 

If you have difficulties finding the correct
class for your goods or services, visit our
website at www.patent.gov.uk and use our
classification search facility. 
Or you can phone our Central Enquiry Unit
on 08459 500 505.

If you cannot find your specific goods or
services, please contact us before you
apply. We may not be able to transfer them
to the correct class if you have made your
application in the wrong class.

Goods and services

Your application must include a list of all goods and
services which you want to use your mark for. You must list
the goods and services in the class or classes they fall in.
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Goods
Class 1
Chemicals used in industry, science and
photography, as well as in agriculture,
horticulture and forestry; unprocessed
artificial resins, unprocessed plastics;
manures; fire extinguishing compositions;
tempering and soldering preparations;
chemical substances for preserving
foodstuffs; tanning substances; adhesives
used in industry.

Includes chemicals for the making of
products belonging to other classes.
Does not include fungicides, herbicides,
insecticides or preparations for destroying
vermin which are in Class 5.

Class 2
Paints, varnishes, lacquers; preservatives
against rust and against deterioration of
wood; colorants; mordants; raw natural
resins; metals in foil and powder form for
painters, decorators, printers and artists.

Does not include paint boxes for children
which are in Class 16 or insulating paints
and varnishes which are in Class 17.

Class 3
Bleaching preparations and other
substances for laundry use; cleaning,
polishing, scouring and abrasive
preparations; soaps; perfumery, essential
oils, cosmetics, hair lotions; dentifrices.

Includes deodorants for personal use.
Does not include air deodorising
preparations which are in Class 5 or
scented candles which are in Class 4.

Class 4
Industrial oils and greases; lubricants; dust
absorbing, wetting and binding
compositions; fuels (including motor spirit)
and illuminants; candles and wicks for
lighting.

Includes combustible fuels and scented
candles. 
Does not include fuel for nuclear reactors
or electricity which are both in Class 1.

Class 5
Pharmaceutical and veterinary
preparations; sanitary preparations for
medical purposes; dietetic substances
adapted for medical use, food for babies;
plasters, materials for dressings; material
for stopping teeth, dental wax;
disinfectants; preparations for destroying
vermin; fungicides, herbicides.

Includes foods and beverages which are
adapted for medical purposes.
Does not include supportive bandages
which are in Class 10.

Class 6
Common metals and their alloys; metal
building materials; transportable buildings
of metal; materials of metal for railway
tracks; non-electric cables and wires of
common metal; ironmongery, small items
of metal hardware; pipes and tubes of
metal; safes; goods of common metal not
included in other classes; ores.

Includes unwrought and partly wrought
common metals as well as simple
products made of them; metallic windows
and doors and also metallic framed
conservatories.
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Class 7
Machines and machine tools; motors and
engines (except for land vehicles);
machine coupling and transmission
components (except for land vehicles);
agricultural implements other than hand-
operated; incubators for eggs.

Includes parts of engines and motors;
some parts for vehicles, (e.g. exhausts for
vehicles); vacuum cleaners. 
Does not include engines or motors for
land vehicles which are in Class 12 or
specialist machines (e.g. weighing
machines are in Class 9).

Class 8
Hand tools and implements (hand
operated); cutlery; side arms; razors.

Includes electric razors and hair cutters;
cutlery made of precious metal.
Does not include surgical cutlery which is
in Class 10 or hand held and electrically
powered tools, (e.g. electric drills are in
Class 7). 

Class 9
Scientific, nautical, surveying,
photographic, cinematographic, optical,
weighing, measuring, signalling, checking
(supervision), life-saving and teaching
apparatus and instruments; apparatus and
instruments for conducting, switching,
transforming, accumulating, regulating or
controlling electricity; apparatus for
recording, transmission or reproduction of
sound or images; magnetic data carriers,
recording discs; automatic vending
machines and mechanisms for coin
operated apparatus; cash registers;
calculating machines, data processing
equipment and computers; fire-
extinguishing apparatus.

Includes computer hardware and firmware;
computer software (including software
downloadable from the Internet); compact
discs; digital music (downloadable from the
Internet); telecommunications apparatus;
computer games equipment adapted for
use with TV receivers; mouse mats; mobile
phone accessories; contact lenses,
spectacles and sunglasses; clothing for
protection against accident, irradiation or
fire.
Does not include printed computer
manuals which are in Class 16, self
contained computer games equipment
which is in Class 28, various electrical
items (e.g. electric screwdrivers are in 
Class 7 and electric toothbrushes are in
Class 21).

Class 10
Surgical, medical, dental and veterinary
apparatus and instruments, artificial limbs,
eyes and teeth; orthopaedic articles;
suture materials.

Includes electro-medical or surgical
apparatus; massage apparatus.
Does not include contact lenses,
spectacles or sunglasses which are in 
Class 9 or wheelchairs which are in 
Class 12.

Class 11
Apparatus for lighting, heating, steam
generating, cooking, refrigerating, drying,
ventilating, water supply and sanitary
purposes.

Includes air conditioning apparatus;
electric kettles; gas and electric cookers;
vehicle lights.
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Class 12
Vehicles; apparatus for locomotion by
land, air or water.

Includes motors and engines for land
vehicles and certain other parts and
fittings, (e.g. vehicle body parts and
transmissions).
Does not include certain parts or fittings for
vehicles, (e.g. exhausts and starters are in
Class 7, lights and air conditioning units
are in Class 11) or children’s toy bicycles
which are in Class 28.  

Class 13
Firearms; ammunition and projectiles,
explosives; fireworks.

Does not include apparatus for use in
playing paint ball combat games which are
in Class 28.

Class 14
Precious metals and their alloys and
goods in precious metals or coated
therewith, not included in other classes;
jewellery, precious stones; horological and
chronometric instruments.

Includes clocks and watches; costume
jewellery.
Does not include certain precious metal
items, (e.g. cutlery is in Class 8, pens are
in Class 16).

Class 15
Musical instruments.

Includes stands and cases adapted for
musical instruments.

Class 16
Paper, cardboard and goods made from
these materials, not included in other
classes; printed matter; book binding
material; photographs; stationery;
adhesives for stationery or household
purposes; artists’ materials; paint brushes;
typewriters and office requisites (except
furniture); instructional and teaching
material (except apparatus); plastic
materials for packaging (not included in
other classes); printers’ type; printing
blocks.

Includes disposable nappies of paper for
babies; printed publications.
Does not include adhesives for industrial
purposes which are in Class 1, electronic
publications (downloadable) which are in
Class 9, providing electronic publications
(not downloadable) which are in Class 41
or wallpaper which is in Class 27.

Class 17
Rubber, gutta-percha, gum, asbestos,
mica and goods made from these
materials and not included in other
classes; plastics in extruded form for use
in manufacture; packing, stopping and
insulating materials; flexible pipes, not of
metal.

Includes semi-finished plastics materials
for use in further manufacture.
Does not include unprocessed plastics in
the form of liquids, chips, granules etc
which are in Class 1.



18

Class 18
Leather and imitations of leather, and
goods made of these materials and not
included in other classes; animal skins,
hides; trunks and travelling bags;
umbrellas, parasols and walking sticks;
whips, harness and saddlery.

Includes handbags, rucksacks, purses;
clothing for animals.
Does not include leather clothing which is
in Class 9 (for protection against injury) or
in Class 25 (ordinary apparel); certain
specialist leather articles, (e.g. cheque
book holders are in Class 16).

Class 19
Building materials (non-metallic); non-
metallic rigid pipes for building; asphalt,
pitch and bitumen; non-metallic
transportable buildings; monuments, not of
metal.

Includes non-metallic framed
conservatories, doors and windows.

Class 20
Furniture, mirrors, picture frames; goods
(not included in other classes) of wood,
cork, reed, cane, wicker, horn, bone, ivory,
whalebone, shell, amber, mother-of-pearl,
meerschaum and substitutes for all these
materials, or of plastics.

Includes both metallic and non-metallic
furniture including garden furniture; pillows
and cushions.
Does not include duvets or covers for
pillows, cushions or duvets which are in
Class 24, furniture adapted for medical
use which is in Class 10 or furniture
adapted for laboratory use which is in
Class 9.

Class 21
Household or kitchen utensils and
containers (not of precious metal or coated
therewith); combs and sponges; brushes
(except paint brushes); brush-making
materials; articles for cleaning purposes;
steel wool; unworked or semi-worked
glass (except glass used in building);
glassware, porcelain and earthenware not
included in other classes.

Includes both electric and non-electric
toothbrushes.
Does not include electric kitchen
appliances, (e.g. electric food processors
are in Class 7, electric kettles are in Class
11) or kitchen and table cutlery which is in
Class 8.

Class 22
Ropes, string, nets, tents, awnings,
tarpaulins, sails, sacks and bags (not
included in other classes); padding and
stuffing materials (except of rubber or
plastics); raw fibrous textile materials.

Includes bags and sacks for transporting
bulk materials.

Class 23
Yarns and threads, for textile use.

Class 24
Textiles and textile goods, not included in
other classes; bed and table covers.

Includes textile piece goods; textiles for
making articles of clothing.
Does not include table linen of paper
which is in Class 16 or electric blankets
(not for medical use) which are in Class
11.
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Class 25
Clothing, footwear, headgear.

Does not include clothing for the
prevention of accident and injury which is
in Class 9, surgeons’ clothing which is in
Class 10 or clothing for animals which is 
in Class 18.

Class 26
Lace and embroidery, ribbons and braid;
buttons, hooks and eyes, pins and
needles; artificial flowers.

Includes dressmakers’ articles; badges for
wear (other than precious metal badges).

Class 27
Carpets, rugs, mats and matting, linoleum
and other materials for covering existing
floors; wall hangings (non-textile).

Includes wallpaper.
Does not include mouse mats which are in
Class 9, mats specifically shaped/adapted
for vehicles which are in Class 12 or
travellers’ rugs which are in Class 24.

Class 28
Games and playthings; gymnastic and
sporting articles not included in other
classes; decorations for Christmas trees.

Includes hand-held computer games
equipment which is self contained (not
adapted for use with TV receivers).
Does not include computer games
equipment adapted for use with TV
receivers or software for all types of
electronic games which are in Class 9.

Class 29
Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat
extracts; preserved, dried and cooked
fruits and vegetables; jellies, jams, fruit
sauces; eggs, milk and milk products;
edible oils and fats.

Includes prepared meals and snacks
whose main ingredients are proper to this
class, (e.g. soups and potato crisps).
Does not include sandwiches which are in
Class 30 or foodstuffs for animals which
are in Class 31. 

Class 30
Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca,
sago, artificial coffee; flour and
preparations made from cereals, bread,
pastry and confectionery, ices; honey,
treacle; yeast, baking-powder; salt,
mustard; vinegar, sauces (condiments);
spices; ice.

Includes prepared meals and snacks
whose main ingredients are proper to this
class, (e.g. pizzas, pies and pasta dishes).
Does not include foodstuffs for animals
which are in Class 31.

Class 31
Agricultural, horticultural and forestry
products and grains not included in other
classes; live animals; fresh fruits and
vegetables, seeds, natural plants and
flowers; foodstuffs for animals; malt.

Includes all food and beverages for
animals.
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Class 32
Beers; mineral and aerated waters and
other non-alcoholic drinks; fruit drinks and
fruit juices; syrups and other preparations
for making beverages.

Includes shandy, de-alcoholised drinks,
non-alcoholic beers and wines.
Does not include tea, coffee or chocolate-
based beverages which are in Class 30.

Class 33
Alcoholic beverages (except beers).

Includes wines, spirits and liqueurs;
alcopops.
Does not include beers which are in 
Class 32.

Class 34
Tobacco; smokers’ articles; matches.

Includes lighters for smokers.

Services

Class 35
Advertising; business management;
business administration; office functions.

Includes the organisation, operation and
supervision of loyalty and incentive
schemes; advertising services provided via
the Internet; production of television and
radio advertisements; accountancy;
auctioneering; trade fairs; opinion polling;
data processing; provision of business
information; certain specific services
provided by retailers.

Does not include computer programming
which is in Class 42 or raising finance for
business which is in Class 36.

Class 36
Insurance; financial affairs; monetary
affairs; real estate affairs.

Includes building society services; banking
(including home banking); stockbroking;
financial services provided via the Internet;
issuing of tokens of value in relation to
bonus and loyalty schemes; provision of
financial information.
Does not include accountancy which is in
Class 35, lottery services which are in Class
41 or surveying and conveyancing services
which are in Class 42.

Class 37
Building construction; repair; installation
services.

Includes installation, maintenance and
repair of computer hardware; painting and
decorating.
Does not include installation, maintenance
and repair of computer software which is
in Class 42.

Class 38
Telecommunications.

Includes all telecommunications services,
(e.g. e-mail services and those provided
for the Internet); providing user access to
the Internet (service providers); operating
of search engines.
Does not include creating, maintaining or
hosting web sites which are in Class 42.
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Class 39
Transport; packaging and storage of
goods; travel arrangement.

Includes distribution of electricity; travel
information.
Does not include travel insurance which is
in Class 36 or booking holiday
accommodation which is in Class 43.

Class 40
Treatment of materials.

Includes the development, duplicating and
printing of photographs; generation of
electricity.

Class 41
Education; providing of training;
entertainment; sporting and cultural
activities.

Includes electronic games services
provided by means of the Internet; the
provision of on-line electronic 
publications and digital music (not
downloadable) from the Internet.
Does not include downloadable on-line
electronic publications or digital music
which are in Class 9 or educational
materials in printed form which are in
Class 16.

Class 42
Scientific and technological services and
research and design relating thereto;
industrial analysis and research services;
design and development of computer
hardware and software; legal services.

Includes installation, maintenance and
repair of computer software; computer
consultancy services; the following Internet
related services are also proper to this

class: design, drawing and commissioned
writing for the compilation of web sites;
creating, maintaining and hosting the web
sites of others; compilation, creation and
maintenance of a register of domain
names; leasing of access time to a
computer database (the last item reflects
the leasing of access time to a computer
database on a dedicated line and not
access provided by Internet Service
Providers to databases in general which is
in Class 38).
Does not include providing access to the
Internet or portal services which are in
Class 38.

Class 43
Services for providing food and drink;
temporary accommodation.

Includes restaurant, bar and catering
services; provision of holiday
accommodation; booking and reservation
services for restaurants and holiday
accommodation.
Does not include provision of permanent
accommodation which is in Class 36 or
the arranging of travel by tourist agencies
which is in Class 39.

Class 44
Medical services; veterinary services;
hygienic and beauty care for human
beings or animals; agriculture, horticulture
and forestry services.

Includes dentistry services; medical
analysis for the diagnosis and treatment of
persons (such as x-ray examinations and
taking of blood samples); pharmacy
advice; garden design services.
Does not include scientific research for
medical purposes (such as research into
cures for terminal diseases which is in
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Class 42), ambulance transportation which
is in Class 39, health clubs for physical
exercise which are in Class 41 or
retirement homes which are in Class 43.

Class 45
Security services for the protection of
property and individuals; a limited range of
personal services not covered in the other
service classes.

Includes dating services; funeral services
and undertaking services; fire-fighting
services; detective agency services.
Does not include beauty care services for
human beings or animals which are in
Class 44 or educational services which are
in Class 41.
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1. Your reference

2. Representation of the mark

3. State “Yes” here if the mark is a word or
words without any particular
form of presentation

4. If the mark is not a word or a picture,
indicate here (for example 3-dimensional)

5. If the application is for a series of marks, 
indicate how many marks in the series 

6. If this application claims priority, indicate Date Country Number

the priority date(s) claimed, the country, 
and the number

7. If this is a transformation application Date Registration number

under the Madrid Protocol, state the
transformation date and the international 
registration number

Form TM3

Form TM3

Application to register a trade mark

Please refer to notes for guidance on completing this form

The Patent Office
Trade Marks Registry
Cardiff Road,Newport
South Wales NP10 8QQ

(REV/2)

Official fee due

BLG/JS

Yes

Blogwidge
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8. Specification of goods/services.
If the space provided for the specification of goods/services is insufficient then please continue on separate sheets. List the classes in 

consecutive numerical order and list alongside each class the goods or services appropriate to that class.

Class number List of goods/services

Class number

Form TM3

Form TM3(REV/2)

9 Computers, computer hardware, modems, data processing apparatus, computer
software for database management, sound recordings, tapes, cassettes, compact
discs, films, video recordings.

42 Computer advisory, consultancy and design services, leasing, rental and hire of
computer software, computer programming.
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List the classes in consecutive numerical order and list alongside each class the goods or services appropriate to that class.

Class number List of goods/services

Class number

Form TM3

Form TM3(REV/2)



9. Indicate if this application is for:
a) a trade mark
b) a certification mark

or c) a collective mark

10. If colour is claimed, indicate here and 
state the colour(s)

11. Indicate any limitations 
or disclaimers

12. Full name, address and postcode
of the applicant 

Trade Marks ADP number
(if you know it)

If the applicant is a corporate body, give
country and, if applicable, state of 
incorporation

13. Name of agent (if appropriate)

Address for service in the United Kingdom 
to which all correspondence should be sent
(including postcode)

Trade Marks ADP number
(if you know it)

The trade mark is being used by the applicant 
or with his or her consent, in relation to the goods 
or services stated, or there is a bona fide intention 
that it will be so used.

Signature

Name (block capitals)

Date

Name and daytime telephone 
number of person to contact

State number of sheets
attached to this form

Form TM3

Form TM3(REV/2)

Bloggins plc
49 Acacia Avenue, 
London W32 1XY

J Smith

4 January 2002

020 7293 4819

a

JOHN SMITH





Please remove the following two-page
application form, fill it in and return it to us.



1. Your reference

2. Representation of the mark

3. State “Yes” here if the mark is a word or
words without any particular
form of presentation

4. If the mark is not a word or a picture,
indicate here (for example 3-dimensional)

5. If the application is for a series of marks, 
indicate how many marks in the series 

6. If this application claims priority, indicate Date Country Number

the priority date(s) claimed, the country, 
and the number

7. If this is a transformation application Date Registration number

under the Madrid Protocol, state the
transformation date and the international 
registration number

Form TM3(REV/2) I

FFoorrmm  TTMM33

Application to register a trade mark
PLEASE TEAR OUT, COMPLETE AND RETURN
Please refer to notes for guidance on completing this form

TThhee  PPaatteenntt  OOffffiiccee
TTrraaddee  MMaarrkkss  RReeggiissttrryy

Cardiff Road,Newport
South Wales NP10 8QQ

Official fee due



8. Specification of goods/services.
If the space provided for the specification of goods/services is insufficient then please continue on separate sheets. List the classes in 

consecutive numerical order and list alongside each class the goods or services appropriate to that class.

Class number List of goods/services

Class number

Form TM3

(REV/2) I Form TM3



FFoorrmm  TTMM33

List the classes in consecutive numerical order and list alongside each class the goods or services appropriate to that class.

Class number List of goods/services

Class number

FFoorrmm  TTMM33(REV/2) I



9. Indicate if this application is for :
a) a trade mark
b) a certification mark

or c) a collective mark

10. If colour is claimed, indicate here and 
state the colour(s)

11. Indicate any limitations 
or disclaimers

12. Full name, address and postcode
of the applicant 

Trade Marks ADP number
(if you know it)

If the applicant is a corporate body, give
country and, if applicable, state of 
incorporation

13. Name of agent (if appropriate)

Address for service in the United Kingdom 
to which all correspondence should be sent 
(including postcode)

Trade Marks ADP number
(if you know it)

The trade mark is being used by the applicant 
or with his or her consent, in relation to the goods 
or services stated, or there is a bona fide intention 
that it will be so used.

Signature

Name (block capitals)

Date

Name and daytime telephone 
number of person to contact

State number of sheets 
attached to this form

FFoorrmm  TTMM33

FFoorrmm  TTMM33(REV/2) I
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Before sending us your application please
make sure that you have:

carefully read all sections of this booklet
(as well as our Search and Advisory
Service leaflet);

carefully considered whether your trade
mark is distinctive or we are likely to raise
any other objections (see pages 5 to 7);

checked that no one else has registered or
applied to register the same or a similar
trade mark as yours for the same or similar
goods or services (see page 8);

filled in your application form correctly (see
pages 12 to 22 and the sample provided);
and

contacted our Central Enquiry Unit on
08459 500 505 if you are not sure of
anything.
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Section 3
More information about trade marks
Confidentiality
We have to make all documents
connected with your application available
for public inspection after we have
published your application in the Trade
Marks Journal. This will include any
evidence and exhibits you have provided
to support your application.

If you do not want a piece of information to
be open to public inspection, you should
give us detailed reasons in writing when
you send us the document or within 14
days of sending it. We will then consider
whether we can agree to your request for
confidentiality.

Evidence
You may be able to overcome some of the
types of objections referred to in section 1
if you can prove that:

• your mark has been used for some 
considerable time before the date you 
made your application; and

• the public has associated it with the 
goods or services you have applied for.

You can do this by sending us evidence of
use and, if necessary, other types of
evidence.

Appealing against us refusing
your application
If we refuse to register your mark, you can
get a written statement of our reasons for
doing so by applying to us on form TM5.
The current fee for this is £100. You can
then appeal against this decision to the
‘Appointed Person’ (a barrister appointed
by the Lord Chancellor) or to the court.

Other people’s comments
Once we have advertised your application
in the Trade Marks Journal, anyone who
thinks we are wrong to have accepted it
can write to us with their comments. For
example, the person making the
comments may know that the mark has a
descriptive meaning in a particular trade or
profession which the examiner was
unaware of.

We will send you a copy of their
comments and tell you whether we believe
they are valid. If we believe that they bring
new information to light, we will reopen our
examination process. If we believe that the
comments do not tell us anything that we
did not know when we accepted your
application, we will not act upon them. 

Even if we receive no comments, we may
reopen our examination process if we
become aware that we should not have
accepted your application.



25

Opposing an application
After we have published your trade mark
application in the Trade Marks Journal,
there is an opposition period of three
months. During this period anyone can
oppose the registration of your application.

To oppose an application you must send
us:

• form TM7 - Notice of opposition;
• a statement of your reasons for 

opposing the application; and 
• a fee of £200.

Other types of trade marks
As well as ordinary trade marks, you can
register two other types of marks.  These
are ‘certification marks’ and ‘collective
marks’.

Each type of mark is designed to serve a
different purpose and to have very
different functions in the marketplace.

Certification marks
The purpose of a certification mark is to
distinguish goods or services which are
certified from those which are not. So the
message the mark carries when it is
applied to goods or services is that the
goods or services have been examined,
tested, inspected or in some way checked
by an independent organisation. (The
organisation providing the mark must not
trade in goods or services of the kind they
provide the mark for).

Collective marks
Collective marks show that goods or
services have been provided by a person
or organisation which is a member of an
association. They do not identify that
person or organisation.  

The function of a collective mark is to
show who is entitled to use the mark. It
can only be used by members of the
relevant association. This means that no
one member can own the mark. It is
owned by the association for the benefit of
all its members.  

Certification and collective marks must first
meet our acceptance requirements for
ordinary trade marks (apart from
geographical origin).

To apply for a certification mark or
collective mark, you must provide a copy
of the regulations governing the use of the
mark.

Certification marks and collective marks
are quite complicated to register, so you
may need professional help before you
apply.

For more information on these types of
marks, please phone us on 08459 500
505.
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Renewing your trade mark
The registration of your trade mark can
last for ever. However, if you want this to
happen you must renew it every 10 years
on the anniversary of the date we received
your application.

You can renew a registration up to six
months before the renewal date, but we
will write to remind you three months
before renewal is due and send you the
correct form to do so. The cost of
renewing a trade mark is currently £200
for one class of goods or services, and
£50 for each extra class.

What you can do with your trade
mark
You can:
• license other people to use your mark 

with your permission;
• sell (legally ‘assign’) your mark to 

someone else, as long as you tell us 
about this; or 

• surrender (cancel) your mark 
completely or in part.

Removing trade marks from the
register
If anyone thinks your registered trade
mark should not have been registered,
they can apply to have it removed from the
register (in legal terms, ‘invalidated’).  If
this happens, you must decide whether
you want to defend your registration or
give it up (in legal terms, ‘surrender’ it).

If you have not used your registered trade
mark in the UK for five years,anyone can
apply to have it removed from the register
(in legal terms, ‘revoked’).
If this happens, you must prove that you
have used the mark on the goods or
services it is registered for.  Or you can
limit your registration to the goods or
services on which you can show use.

In either case, if you surrender your
registration or lose the invalidity or
revocation actions, you may have to pay
towards the other person’s costs.  We set
the amount and list it on our website at
www.patent.gov.uk

There is more information about invalidity
and revocation on our website at
www.patent.gov.uk or you can ask us to
send you our booklets about them.

After we have registered 
your trade mark
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Passing off unregistered trade
marks
‘Passing off’ means that someone is using
your unregistered mark to represent goods
or services as their own.

You can take common-law action to
prevent passing off, but there are several
things to consider before you can prove it.
As the owner of an unregistered mark, you
need to be able to prove that:

• you trade in the goods or services 
which the mark applies to;

• the public associate your mark with the 
goods you produce or the services you 
provide;

• you have a reputation in those goods 
and services and so goodwill is 
attached to the name;

• there is a likelihood of deception; and
• you have suffered, or are likely to 

suffer, serious damage to your 
goodwill as a result of someone passing
off your mark.

It can be very difficult and expensive to
prove passing off, so it would be to your
advantage to register your mark if you can.
If your mark is registered, it is easier to
take legal action against passing off as this
then becomes an ‘infringement’ of your
rights in the mark.

Infringement of registered trade
marks
Infringement is the illegal use of a
registered trade mark.

Infringement takes place when:

• someone uses a sign identical or 
similar to your registered trade mark for
identical or similar goods or services; 
and

• the public are likely to confuse the two 
marks.

Protecting your trade mark
against use by other people
We are not responsible for policing the
Trade Marks Register and cannot give you
advice about passing off or infringement.

If you suspect passing off or infringement
of your mark, we recommend you consult
your local Trading Standards Office or
Trading Standards Central
(www.tradingstandards.gov.uk). (This is an
official trading standards ‘one-stop shop’
for consumer protection).  Or you could
ask for professional help.

Using ‘TM’ and ® on your trade
mark
Using ‘TM’ only indicates that your mark is
being used in a trade mark sense, not that
it is actually registered.

You do not have to identify your trade
mark as registered. You can use the ®
symbol or the abbreviation ‘RTM’ (for
Registered Trade Mark) to show that your
trade mark is registered, but this could
mean that the mark is registered
somewhere other than in the UK. The ®
symbol usually goes after the trade mark,
in a smaller type size than the mark itself,
and in a raised (superscript) position, but
none of this is compulsory.  It is against
UK law (Section 95 of the Trade Marks Act
1994) to use the ® symbol or the
abbreviation ‘RTM’ if your mark is not
registered anywhere in the world.
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Registering your trade mark in the UK
does not protect it abroad. If you want to
use your mark in countries other than the
United Kingdom, you can protect it in more
than one country using a single
application.

You can do this through two different
routes.

1 You can apply for a European
Community trade mark with OHIM (the
Office for Harmonisation in the Internal
Market (Trade Marks and Designs). OHIM
is based in Alicante, Spain. The European
Community trade mark gives protection in
all EU countries.

2 You can apply to register your trade
mark in countries which have signed the
Madrid Protocol through WIPO (the World
Intellectual Property Organisation). WIPO
is based in Geneva, Switzerland. Some of
the countries which have signed the
Madrid Protocol are also members of the
EU.

There are several benefits in using these
systems to protect your trade mark in
different countries rather than making
separate applications to each country.
These include:

• less to pay;
• less paperwork;
• lower agent costs;
• faster results; and
• easy application.

You should be aware of the effects of the
international trade mark systems even if
you do not want to register your mark
outside the UK. For example, you will
need to oppose a European Community
trade mark that clashes with your own UK
trade mark if you want to stop the
European Community mark being valid in
the UK.

You can get information and application
forms for international trade marks by
phoning us on 08459 500 505.

International trade marks



We advertise trade marks that we accept
in the Trade Marks Journal which is
published every Friday on our website
www.patent.gov.uk

Your application details, including your
name and address, will appear on our
records.  We also include them in the
Trade Marks Journal if we accept your
application.
Both are open to the public on our
website, which can be permanently
searched using most standard search
engines.

Falsely indicating that a mark is
registered
It is an offence to indicate that a trade
mark is registered when it is not.  For
example, it would be an offence to use
the word ‘Registered’ or a letter ‘R’ in a
circle.

Trade Marks Journal
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Warning
There have been cases where people
applying to register their mark have
been approached by companies
offering their services or making what
appear to be fraudulent requests for
fees once the mark has been
advertised. If you receive an invoice for
your application from anyone other than
your trade mark attorney, or you are
approached by any other company,
please contact your attorney or us on
01633 811063. These companies are
not connected with us.



Our customer service standards
1 We will provide formal receipts for 

correctly filed applications or
‘deficiency letters’ for incorrect 
applications within six working days.

2 We will provide an examination report 
within two months of receiving your 
application.

3 We will reply to all detailed examination
letters on individual applications within 
four weeks.

4 We will advertise your trade mark in the
Trade Marks Journal within five weeks 
of making your application ready for 
advertising.

5 We will provide formal statements of 
our reasons for refusing an application 
within three months of receiving your 
request.

6 We will provide certified copies of 
extracts from the Trade Marks Register 
within seven working days of receiving 
your request.

7 We will provide trade mark renewal 
certificates within six working days of 
receiving a correct renewal application.

Our complaints procedure
We are committed to providing high-quality
best-value services. If things go wrong we
want to know. If you want to complain
about the quality of service you have
received from us, please contact the
person you have been dealing with or their
manager. If you are still not satisfied,
please write to:

Ron Marchant
Chief Executive
The Patent Office
PO Box 49 
Cardiff Road 
Newport
South Wales  NP10 8YU.
E-mail: box49@patent.gov.uk

He will acknowledge your complaint within
one working day and will send you a full
reply within 10 working days. If we cannot
meet this target, we will explain why and
give you a new deadline.

We have produced a leaflet which explains
all of our complaints procedure. You can
get a copy by phoning us on 08459 500
505.

Registering a company
As well as applying to register a trade
mark, you may want to consider
registering your business as a limited
company. If you are interested in finding
out more about this, please contact:
Companies House 
Crown Way 
Cardiff CF14 3UZ. 
Phone: 029 2038 8588 
Fax: 029 2038 0900 
E-mail:Enquiries@companieshouse.gov.uk 
Or you can visit their website at
www.companieshouse.gov.uk 

30


